
How do I develop keywords? 
When researching, it’s important to search using essential keywords or phrases that 

represent the key concepts of your topic. 

1.  

1. Write down your research question or topic. 

▪ Example: How can brain trauma in sporting injuries affect cognitive 

function? 

2. Identify the key concepts. Most keywords are nouns. Make sure to avoid 

vague or “fluff” words (how, the, of, etc.) 

▪ How can brain trauma in sporting injuries affect cognitive function? 

3. Brainstorm synonyms, broader terms, and narrower terms to create a 

word bank. 

▪ Brain trauma 

▪ Brain damage, Chronic traumatic encephalopathy 

▪ Sporting injuries 

▪ Physical recreation, competitive games 

▪ Cognitive function 

▪ Mental function 

 

4. Mix & match keywords while searching. If you keep using the same words 

while searching, you’ll keep getting the same results. Use different keywords 

together and keep track of what works for your topic. 

▪ Note: Connecting your keywords with AND will tell the search engine to 

make sure all of your keywords are included in your results. 

▪ Brain trauma AND sport injury AND cognitive function 

▪ Brain damage AND sport AND mental function 

▪  

Search Tip: If you’re having a difficult time coming up with keywords... 

 

• Do some background research (Britannica/World Book) 

• Use a thesaurus to help you brainstorm synonyms 

• Do a quick search and skim the results to see what terminology is being used 

 


