
Show Me! What is “Media?”

It’s simply channels of  communication: 
ways of spreading information, 
entertainment, even advertising. Some 
examples include:

● Newspapers
● TV news and 

shows
● Radio
● Podcasts
● Social media 

(Instagram, etc)
● Books
● Posters
● Street signs

● Advertising
● Movies
● Pamphlets
● Billboards
● YouTube
● Apps
● Video games
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Who made it? English 
journalists 

Who is their audience? English 
readers interested in soccer

Why did they make it? To 
inform about the English loss to 
Italy; and to share in a painful 
national moment

What's the message? It would 
have been better if England had 
won.

Notice the language:
● "agony"
● "curse"
● "dreams denied"
● "biggest sporting 

drama in 55
● years"
● "tears"
● "heartbreak"

Show Me
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Who made it? Italian journalists

Who is their audience? Italian readers 
interested in soccer

Why did they make it? To inform about 
the Italian victory; and to share in a 
joyful national moment

What's the message? It's fantastic that 
Italy won

Show Me

Notice the language (translated!):
● "passion"
● "parties in every piazza"
● "victory"
● "redemption"
● "parades on every street"
● "the best"
● "heroes"

And a play on words... the English had
talked about bringing the cup 'home',
so the headline was 'It's coming Rome'
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Show Me!
Misinformation: Incorrect information that's spread by someone who doesn't 

know it's false, and isn't trying to do any harm.

Incorrect information that's intentionally created and shared.Disinformation:

Copyright Anthony Hearsey  Used with the artist's permission
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Choose your verdict

Our Turn!
Stop. Think. Check
Background

● This article received almost one million 
likes and shares during the 2016 
American Presidential election 
campaign. Of all the news stories, true 
and false, published during the 
campaign, this one was shared the 
most.

● Pope Francis told the Reuters news 
agency, "I never say a word about 
electoral campaigns."

● At the time, the ETF News website was 
getting about 3.5 million hits per month, 
which is worth thousands of dollars in 
advertising revenue.

● The person behind the ETF News 
website was a 24-year-old man living in 
Romania.

Verdict:
Misinformation
Disinformation
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Show Me!
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● In 2019, TV star Ellen DeGeneres and movie star Sandra Bullock filed an official 
lawsuit against 100 unknown people, who had created ads for beauty products. 

● The ads said that Ellen and Sandra used and loved their products. 

● Ellen and Sandra said that they "have never heard of, used or endorsed" (that 
means encouraged other people to use) the products. 

● It's a big problem for lots of celebrities. The famous American TV doctor 
Mehmet Oz (pictured below)  has said that his legal team sends out 3,000 
letters every year to people who illegally use his name and picture in ads. 

Show Me!

Choose your verdict

facebook.com/droz
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: New York Times, November 6, 2019, "Sandra Bullock and Ellen DeGeneres Sue Pop-Up Websites Over Misleading Ads"



Background
● In 2016, Donald Trump said before the American election that he was afraid it 
could be "rigged." He meant that he was worried his opponent would cheat.
● A young man with no relationship to Donald Trump, other than supporting him, 
decided he wanted to help Donald Trump. His name was Cameron Harris.
● He bought a website name for $5 and set up the fake news site "Christian Times."
●  He found a photograph from an election in England, and made up a story about 
someone finding pre-filled ballots for Trump’s opponent, Hillary Clinton. The 
inference was that they would be slipped into the US election, and she would win.
● He created six Facebook profiles, published the story, and then shared it on 
Facebook. 
● It was shared six million times. 
● He earned about $22,000 from the site. Donald Trump won the election.

Our Turn!

Choose your verdict
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: New York Times, Jan 18, 2017, "From Headline to Photograph, a Fake News Masterpiece"



Our Turn!
Background

● On July 27, 2021, a social media account called "Billie 
Eilish Updates" (@BilliesUpdatess) posted what looks like 
an article from the American pop culture magazine 
People.

● There was no such article published in People.
● There is no record of any such quote on any reputable 

entertainment reporting website.
● The pop star's brother said that @BilliesUpdatess was 

spreading a lot of lies about her.
● The account has now been suspended.

Choose your verdict
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: Snopes website, accessed August 20, 2021 https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/billie-eilish-wants-to-be-poor/



Smell Something?
Stop. Think. Check.
Here's how to sniff out the truth...

Research the source.
● Websites: Look at other stories on the site. Are there 

multiple authors? A "contact us" page? Has it existed for a 
long time? Is it selling something?
● Social media: How recently was the account created? What 

else has been posted? Do they post a lot? At all times of the 
day and night? It could be a robot account...
● Search the author's name. Are they credible? Are they real? 

If no author name is provided, that's a red flag.
● Check the images. Is there credit given to the photographer 

and source? If not, it could be a fake picture, or a picture 
from a completely different story.

Follow the links provided. Are they from a reliable source?

Ask an expert/adult.  There are 300 fact-checking organisations 
around the world. Librarians are research experts, and teachers 
are pretty smart, too!

Type the exact headline into a search engine. A 
fact-checking website may have already 
investigated.

Look for other media on the same topic. Is any 
reputable organisation writing about this?

Check the date. Is this really new, or did it 
happen a long time ago? If it's old news, is it still 
relevant?
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Show Me!
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Our Turn! Partner B

●  You are a Squiz Kids 
Newshound!
●  Keep in mind how your 
"grandmother" is feeling. She's 
excited, and wants to spend 
the money on you! 
●  Take your grandmother 
through the steps, using your 
binoculars.
●  Start by typing the phrase 
“Jacinda Ardern Facebook 
giveaway” into your search 
engine.
●  If it's fake, a news 
organisation or fact-checking 
website may have already 
i ti t d

● You are a 79-year-old grandmother.
● You saw this post on Facebook 
today,and can't wait to claim your 
$100 from the New Zealand Prime 
Minister, Jacinda Ardern. You're going to 
use it to buy presents for your grandkids.
● The post comes from the Facebook page 
"jacinda ardern." The video is of Ms Ardern 
talking about COVID. The words  say she'll 
give $100 to the first 500 people to 
respond.
● All you have to do is send the PM your 
b k d t il  d 'll t th  i  !

Partner A
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Background:
 
This piece of photo fakery was created 
before Photoshop was in wide 
circulation. TV Guide magazine wanted 
to do a story about Oprah as the richest 
woman on TV.

They created a cover image by putting a 
photograph of Oprah's head onto a 
photo of the 1960s star Ann-Margret 
(like Oprah, she was commonly referred 
to by her first name!). Then, they 

i h d  h  b k d  b   

Our Turn!
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Why do you think TV Guide decided to create a 
Photoshopped version of Oprah? Why didn't they just use a 
regular photo of her?

Do you think Oprah and Ann-Margret would have agreed 
to their photos being used in this
way? Why/why not?

What message does the Photoshopped photo send?

What hidden messages might it send?

Discuss with your partner



Our Turn!

Discuss:
Lots of celebrities, like New 
Zealand singer Lorde and 
American actress and singer 
Zendaya (see the next slide), 
have used social media to 
criticise photo editing. 

Why do you think they've 
done that?

Your ideas: 

3
0



Discuss:

Since 2017, it has been illegal in France to edit a photo to 
make a person look skinnier unless the image is labelled 
to say it's been retouched. Do you think that's a good 
idea?

Your ideas: 
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In April 2020, this image was being shared all over social 
media, claiming to be a picture of a beach in Florida. People 
commented that "Coronavirus is never going to go away" 
because the beach was so crowded.

1. Most schools won't allow you to go directly to 
Facebook, but you or your teacher can go to this Squiz 
Kids link to drag the picture onto your desktop, and do a 
reverse image search at images.google.com.

1. Another smart search would be to go to google and type 
"Jacksonville Beach Florida". Click on "images". Do the 
buildings and mountains look the same?

Our Turn!
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ftz3u_2oP96xFUHZfWXlUWGOt6c8Wvq1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ftz3u_2oP96xFUHZfWXlUWGOt6c8Wvq1/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/search?q=jacksonville+beach+florida&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS689US690&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi78ebf8PT4AhUW7zgGHezWBusQ_AUoAnoECAEQBA&biw=1437&bih=855&dpr=1


Discuss with your partner

When and where was the original image 
taken?

How was the image altered?

Do you think this really did appear on the TV 
news channel CNN?

Why might someone have manipulated this 
image and shared this disinformation?
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